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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to describe: (1) the implementation of descriptive
paragraph writing instruction using the mind mapping model in seventh-grade
students at SMP Muhammadiyah Pangsid, and (2) the students' ability in writing
descriptive paragraphs using the mind mapping model. This research adopts a
qualitative descriptive design. The subjects of this study are the teacher and
seventh-grade students at SMP Muhammadiyah Pangsid. The object of this
research is the teaching process of descriptive paragraph writing using the mind
mapping model. Data were collected through observation and tests and analyzed
using qualitative and quantitative descriptive methods. The findings indicate that:
(1) the teaching of descriptive paragraph writing using the mind mapping model
conducted by the teacher aligns with the theoretical framework, and (2) the
students' ability in writing descriptive paragraphs is categorized as good, with an
average score of 78.13. Despite the satisfactory results, the teacher's performance
can be further improved by providing more intensive exercises, both in creating
mind maps and in developing them into paragraphs, to achieve optimal results.
Keywords: descriptive paragraph, mind mapping, writing skills.

Copyright © 2024 LOTUS:EDUCATION JOURNAL (https://jurnal.umsrappang.ac.id/LOTUS /about


https://jurnal.umsrappang.ac.id/LOTUS/about
https://jurnal.umsrappang.ac.id/LOTUS/about
http://www.issn.lipi.go.id/issn.cgi?daftar&1493781343&1
mailto:erlitazainddin3@gmail.com

Abstrak

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan: (1) pelaksanaan
pembelajaran menulis paragraf deskripsi dengan model mind mapping
pada siswa kelas VII SMP Muhammadiyah Pangsid, dan (2) kemampuan
siswa dalam menulis paragraf deskripsi dengan menggunakan model mind
mapping. Penelitian ini menggunakan rancangan deskriptif kualitatif.
Subjek penelitian adalah guru dan siswa kelas VII SMP Muhammadiyah
Pangsid. Objek penelitian ini adalah proses pembelajaran menulis paragraf
deskripsi berbasis model mind mapping. Data dikumpulkan melalui
metode observasi dan tes, kemudian dianalisis menggunakan metode
deskriptif kualitatif dan kuantitatif. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa:
(1) pembelajaran menulis paragraf deskripsi dengan model mind mapping
yang dilakukan guru sudah sesuai dengan teori yang ada, dan (2)
kemampuan siswa dalam menulis paragraf deskripsi tergolong baik dengan
skor rata-rata 78,13. Meskipun hasilnya sudah memadai, kinerja guru perlu
ditingkatkan dengan memberikan latihan yang lebih intensif, baik dalam
membuat mind mapping maupun mengembangkannya menjadi paragraf,
sehingga hasil yang maksimal dapat tercapai.
Kata Kunci: paragraf deskripsi, mind mapping, keterampilan menulis.
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INTRODUCTION
Writing is one of the essential language

skills that enables individuals to express
ideas, thoughts, and feelings systematically
and effectively. Among the various forms of
writing, descriptive  writing plays a
significant role in enhancing students' ability
to depict objects, places, or events in detail,
allowing readers to vividly imagine the
described subject. However, many students
face challenges in organizing their ideas and
transforming them into coherent descriptive
paragraphs.

To address these challenges, innovative
teaching methods are needed to support
students in developing their writing skills.
One such method is mind mapping, a visual
learning technique that helps students
structure  their ideas and establish
connections  between concepts. Mind
mapping encourages creativity and clarity,
making it an effective tool for planning and
developing descriptive paragraphs.

This study focuses on the application of
mind mapping in teaching descriptive
writing to seventh-grade students at SMP
Muhammadiyah Pangsid. By utilizing mind
mapping, students are expected to improve
their ability to generate and organize ideas
systematically, ultimately enhancing their
descriptive writing skills. The purpose of this
study is to analyze the effectiveness of the
mind mapping model in the teaching process
and evaluate students' achievements in
writing descriptive paragraphs.

Through this research, it is anticipated that
insights will be gained into the practical
application of mind mapping in writing
instruction, and recommendations can be
provided to improve teaching strategies for
better student outcomes.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Writing is a fundamental skill in language
learning that involves generating, organizing,
and communicating ideas through written text.
According to Brown (2001), writing is a
complex process that requires not only
linguistic competence but also cognitive skills,
such as planning, organizing, and revising
ideas. Among various types of writing,
descriptive writing focuses on portraying
objects, places, or experiences vividly to
engage readers' senses and imagination.
Effective descriptive writing relies on the
writer's ability to use precise language, sensory
details, and organized structures (Oshima &
Hogue, 2007).

Mind Mapping as a Teaching Strategy
Mind mapping is a visual learning strategy
introduced by Tony Buzan, designed to help
individuals structure their thoughts and ideas
graphically. In the context of education, mind
mapping is widely used as a tool to enhance
creativity, critical thinking, and memory
retention (Buzan, 2006). When applied to
writing, mind mapping enables students to
brainstorm ideas, identify key points, and
create logical connections between them,
thereby simplifying the process of drafting and
organizing their work (Al-Jarf, 2009).

Benefits of Mind Mapping in Writing
Instruction

Several studies have highlighted the
effectiveness of mind mapping in improving
students’ writing performance. Al-Nagbi
(2011) found that students who used mind
maps demonstrated better idea organization,
increased motivation, and improved overall
writing quality compared to those who
followed conventional methods. Additionally,
mind mapping fosters a learner-centered
approach, allowing students to actively engage
in the writing process, explore their creativity,
and develop autonomy in learning (Zaid,
2011).

Descriptive  Writing and Mind Mapping
Descriptive writing requires a structured
approach to ensure that the description is clear,
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detailed, and engaging. Mind mapping can
serve as a pre-writing strategy that helps
students visualize and organize the
components of a descriptive paragraph, such
as the main idea, supporting details, and
sensory imagery. According to a study by
Yunus and Chien (2016), incorporating mind
mapping in teaching descriptive writing
significantly enhances students’ ability to
generate ideas and maintain coherence in
their paragraphs.

Challenges in Implementing Mind Mapping
While mind mapping has proven benefits, its
implementation in the classroom may
encounter challenges. Teachers may require
additional training to effectively facilitate the
use of mind maps, and students unfamiliar
with the technique may need time to adapt.
Furthermore, the effectiveness of mind
mapping depends on consistent practice and
integration into the curriculum to ensure that
students gain proficiency in using it as a
writing tool (Hemmati & Soltanpour, 2012).

the literature indicates that mind mapping is
a promising instructional strategy for
teaching descriptive writing. It supports
students in organizing their thoughts,
enhancing creativity, and improving writing
quality. This study builds on the existing
body of research by investigating the
application of mind mapping in descriptive
writing  instruction  for  seventh-grade
students at SMP Muhammadiyah Pangsid.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research employs a descriptive
qualitative design to explore the use of the
mind mapping model in teaching descriptive
paragraph writing to seventh-grade students
at SMP Muhammadiyah Pangsid. The study
aims to describe the teaching process,
evaluate the effectiveness of the mind
mapping model, and analyze the students'
performance  in  writing  descriptive
paragraphs.

The subjects of this research include teachers
and seventh-grade students at SMP
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Muhammadiyah Pangsid. Teachers were
observed for their implementation of the mind
mapping model, while students participated in
learning activities and completed writing tests
to measure their skills. The object of the
research focuses on the teaching process and
the students' descriptive writing performance
using the mind mapping model.

The data collection involved two primary
methods: observation and tests. Classroom
observations were conducted to analyze the
instructional strategies and student engagement
during the mind mapping sessions. Writing
tests were administered to evaluate students'
abilities to compose descriptive paragraphs
and measure the effectiveness of the
instructional model.

The qualitative analysis focused on observing
the teaching process, including the teacher's
application of mind mapping and students’
active participation. This analysis provided
insights into how effectively the model was
implemented. Meanwhile, the quantitative
analysis utilized students’ writing test scores to
categorize their performance into levels such
as excellent, good, average, and poor.

The research procedure consisted of four main
stages. First, the preparation phase involved
collaboration with teachers to design lesson
plans incorporating the mind mapping model.
Second, the implementation phase saw the
model being applied in the classroom to teach
descriptive paragraph writing. Third, data
collection was conducted through observations
and writing tests. Lastly, the analysis and
reporting phase involved processing the
collected data and presenting the findings.

To ensure the validity and reliability of the
data, the researchers applied triangulation by
combining observational and test data.
Consistent scoring rubrics were used to
evaluate the students’ writing, ensuring
fairness and accuracy in performance
assessment.

The use of the mind mapping model in this
study provided students with a structured and
visual approach to organizing their ideas. This
method encouraged creativity, coherence, and

Copyright © 2024 Edumaspul - Jurnal Pendidikan (ISSN 2548-8201 (cetak); (ISSN 2580-0469 (online)



engagement, making it easier for students to
construct well-organized descriptive
paragraphs. Moreover, it facilitated a learner-
centered approach, empowering students to
actively participate in the learning process.

Overall, the methodological approach
ensured a comprehensive evaluation of the
teaching and learning process. It highlighted
both the strengths and areas for improvement
in using the mind mapping model to teach
descriptive  writing, offering  valuable
insights for educators seeking to enhance
their teaching.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents the findings of the
study on the implementation of the mind
mapping model in teaching descriptive paragraph
writing to seventh-grade students at SMP
Muhammadiyah Pangsid and discusses the
results based on observational and test data.

Findings.

Implementation of Mind Mapping in Teaching
The observation data revealed that the teacher
implemented the mind mapping model
effectively in teaching descriptive writing. The
lessons were structured into stages, including
brainstorming ideas, developing a mind map, and
transforming the mind map into a coherent
paragraph. The teacher guided students in
creating connections between main ideas and
supporting details, ensuring that the process
aligned with the theoretical framework of mind

mapping.

Student  Engagement and  Participation
Students actively engaged in the learning
process, showing enthusiasm during the
brainstorming and mind mapping activities.
Most students were able to organize their ideas
visually and use the mind map as a reference
when writing their paragraphs. However, some
students needed additional support in
expanding their ideas into complete sentences.

Student Performance in Writing Descriptive
Paragraphs

The writing test results showed that the
students' descriptive writing abilities fell
within the "good" category, with an average
score of 78.13. The majority of students
demonstrated the ability to produce clear and
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coherent descriptive paragraphs, effectively
utilizing their mind maps. Common strengths
included the use of sensory details and logical
organization, while areas for improvement
involved grammar and vocabulary usage.

Discussion

Effectiveness of Mind Mapping
The findings confirm that the mind mapping
model is an effective instructional strategy for
teaching descriptive writing. By visually
organizing ideas, students were able to
overcome common challenges, such as idea
generation and paragraph structure. These
results align with previous studies (e.g., Al-
Jarf, 2009; Yunus & Chien, 2016) that
emphasize the role of mind mapping in
enhancing writing performance.student
Engagement The active participation of
students highlights the learner-centered nature
of the mind mapping model. This approach
encourages students to take an active role in
their learning, fostering creativity and
independence. However, the varying levels of
ability among students indicate a need for
differentiated instruction to accommodate
learners who require additional support.

Teacher's Role The teacher played a crucial
role in facilitating the mind mapping process
and ensuring its integration into descriptive
writing tasks. Despite the generally positive
outcomes, there is room for improvement in
providing more intensive exercises to enhance
students’ skills in both mind mapping and
writing. For  instance, incorporating
collaborative mind mapping activities could
further improve engagement and idea
generation.

Challenges and Recommendations
Some students struggled with expanding their
mind maps into well-developed paragraphs,
suggesting the need for more practice in this
area. Additionally, recurring issues in grammar
and vocabulary indicate that supplementary
instruction in language mechanics is necessary.
Teachers could integrate peer review sessions
to help students identify and address these
weaknesses.
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The use of the mind mapping model has
significantly improved the descriptive
writing skills of seventh-grade students at
SMP Muhammadiyah Pangsid. While the
overall implementation was successful,
continuous refinement of teaching strategies
and additional practice opportunities are
recommended to address  remaining
challenges and achieve even better learning
outcomes. This study contributes to the
understanding of how mind mapping can be
effectively applied in writing instruction and
provides practical insights for educators.

CONCLUSION

This study demonstrates that the mind
mapping model is an effective instructional
strategy for teaching descriptive paragraph
writing to seventh-grade students at SMP
Muhammadiyah Pangsid. The structured
process of brainstorming, visualizing ideas
through mind maps, and developing them
into descriptive paragraphs significantly
helped students organize their thoughts and
improve their writing skills. The teacher's
application of the model aligned with
established theoretical principles, fostering a
learner-centered and engaging classroom
environment.

The results showed that students achieved an
average score of 78.13, placing their writing
performance in the "good" category. While
students demonstrated improved ability to
organize ideas and use sensory details, some
challenges were identified, such as
difficulties in expanding mind maps into
fully developed paragraphs and recurring
grammar and vocabulary errors. These
findings suggest the need for additional
practice and targeted support to address these
areas.

In conclusion, the mind mapping model not
only enhances students' descriptive writing
abilities but also encourages creativity and
active participation in the learning process.
For optimal results, it is recommended that
teachers integrate more intensive exercises,
collaborative activities, and supplementary
lessons to refine students' skills further. This
study provides valuable insights for
educators and lays the groundwork for future
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research into innovative writing instruction
methods.
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